
 

   
 

2026 WA Sport Industry Conference.  
Call for Submissions Guidelines. 
 

The 2026 WA Sport Industry Conference brings together leaders, practitioners, volunteers, decision 
makers and partners from across the sport, recreation and active lifestyle ecosystem. 

In 2026, the Conference will focus on the critical role sport plays in preventative health, economic 
growth, workforce capability, innovation and community wellbeing and how the sector can respond 
to emerging risks, opportunities and expectations. 

We invite submissions that share practical insights, evidence-based approaches, real world case 
studies and lived experience relevant to the Western Australian sport and active recreation context. 

Conference Date: Wednesday 14 October 2026 
Venue: Pan Pacific Perth 
Beyond Sport: Where health, economy + community connect 
Positioning sport as a driver of health, social impact and economic diversification in WA. 

 
Who Should Submit 
Submissions are encouraged from: 

• Volunteers, administrators and sport leaders 
• Government and local government 
• Major and community event organisers 
• Commercial partners and suppliers 
• Researchers, educators and consultants 
• Athletes, coaches, officials and high-performance practitioners 

 
You do not need to be a professional speaker, credible experience and practical learning matter most. 
 

Submission Guidelines:  
Submit an abstract and be part of the conversation on the future of sport. Your submission should 
provide a summary of your proposed presentation (research, case study, workshop etc) and include a 
title, overview and short description that can be used in the agenda, and select a topic area from the 
options below: 

 

• Your abstract should be a maximum of 300-350 words 
• Structure of abstract (presentation) should follow one of the below presentation styles: 

o Background, Aims, Methods, Results 
o Problem, What you did, Results, Lessons 

• Speakers are required to present in person at the Conference in Perth, Western Australia  
• All speakers are required to register as a delegate 
• The presenting author is required to ensure that all contributors are aware of the content of 

the abstract before submission 



 

   
 

• Submissions close midnight Friday 17 July 2026 (AWST)  
• All authors will be notified if their submission is accepted or not accepted 

 
 

Session Formats 
We welcome a range of engaging formats, including: 

• Case study presentations (10 minutes) 
• Short Format Interactive workshops (50 minutes) 
• Presentation (50 minutes) 
• Short, sharp insights or provocations (3-5 minutes) 
• Lived experience stories (50 minutes) 

Please nominate your preferred format when submitting. 

 

Submission Requirements 
Each submission must include: 

• Session title 
• Session description (150–250 words) 
• Key learnings for delegates 
• Preferred session format 
• Presenter name, role and organisation 
• Short presenter biography (50–100 words per presenter) 
• NFP Speaking rate 
• Travels from 

 

 
Key dates for speakers: 
 

Friday 19 June 2026 Abstract submissions open 
Friday 17 July 2026 Abstract submissions close 
18 July to 26 July 2026 Abstract review period 
Friday 31 July 2026 Abstracts confirmed and speakers contacted 
  

 
 
What Makes a Strong Submission 
Successful submissions will: 
 

• Be relevant to WA sport and active recreation 
• Share practical examples, lessons learned or evidence 
• Offer clear takeaways for delegates 
• Encourage reflection, discussion or innovation 
• Be applicable across different sports or organisation sizes 



 

   
 

Conference Themes & Topic Areas 
 
Theme 1: Preventative Health & Lifelong Participation 
Sport and physical activity are essential to improving health outcomes, wellbeing, and quality of life 
across the lifespan. This theme explores how sport can lead preventative health outcomes and 
support participation at every stage of life. 
Topic ideas may include but are not limited to: 

• Women’s health and sport 
• Physical activity research and evidence based practice 
• Mental health and wellbeing through sport 
• Informal sport and recreation 
• Lifelong participation models 
• Retention of young people in sport 
• Creating inclusive, welcoming environments 
• Multigenerational participation and workplaces 

 
Theme 2: Sport, the Economy and Community Prosperity 
Sport is a powerful driver of jobs, tourism, investment, and regional development. This theme 
focuses on the economic value of sport and how organisations can maximise impact while remaining 
sustainable. 
Topic ideas may include but are not limited to: 

• Sport as an economic driver in WA 
• Major and community events (including regional impact) 
• Tourism and destination outcomes through sport 
• Professional sport and the broader sport ecosystem 
• Cost of sport and affordability 
• Demonstrating the value of sport 
• Facilities planning and utilisation 
• Sponsorship strategy and commercial pitching 
• Streaming, broadcast, and digital monetisation 
• Regional sport as a catalyst for jobs and growth 

 
Theme 3: Capability, Governance & Performance 
Strong governance, leadership, and workforce capability underpin sustainable sport organisations. 
This theme examines best practice, risk management and performance pathways across community 
and elite sport. 
Topic ideas may include but are not limited to: 

• Governance and board effectiveness 
• Best practice in sport administration 
• Risk management and compliance 
• Human resources and workforce development 
• High performance athlete pathways 
• Olympic and Paralympic journeys 
• Leadership in complex environments 
• Volunteer and workforce sustainability 



 

   
 

 
 
Theme 4: Technology, Innovation and Digital Safety 
Digital transformation is reshaping how sport operates, engages, and protects its people. This theme 
explores innovation while addressing emerging risks. 
Topic ideas may include but are not limited to: 

• Artificial intelligence in sport: opportunities and risks 
• Safe and effective AI implementation 
• Cyber safety and digital resilience 
• Data privacy and technology risk 
• Social media strategy and governance 
• Marketing and digital engagement 
• Technology solutions for sport organisations 

 
Selection Process 
Submissions will be assessed by the Conference organising working group based on: 

• Alignment to conference themes 
• Relevance to the WA sport industry 
• Quality, clarity and practicality 
• Balance across sectors, sports and perspectives 

 
Presenter Information 
Selected presenters will receive: 

• Complimentary registration for Presenter 
• Industry networking opportunities 
• Promotion through SportWest and Conference marketing channels 
• The opportunity to contribute to WA’s sport industry thought leadership 

 
How to Submit 
Submissions must be lodged via the official submission form: 
https://forms.office.com/r/TmRzgf54Rc 
 
For enquiries, contact: 
Hannah Lawton, SportWest Events Manager: events@sportwest.com.au 
 
Help shape the future of sport in Western Australia. 
We encourage bold ideas, honest stories and practical solutions for the 2026 WA Sport Industry 
Conference. 
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